CHAPTER XII
THREE CRISES

THE chapter just ended may have conveyed
an idea that Premier Blum's administration
began with a halcyon era of fraternity and peace.
Such an impression would not be erroneous, so far
as the campaign pledges of the Leftist entente were
involved. But outside that field, in swift succession,
rose a series of emergencies so perilous that a
majority of spectators, in France and abroad,
expected from week to week the collapse of the
Popular Front government. A detailed account of
the Prime Minister's domestic and foreign policies
does not fall within the scope of the present volume.
They are fresh in memory; and some, as this is
written, are yet in process. But three major crises
should be rehearsed if only to illustrate his astonish-
ing flexibility of technique as a ruler. The first, a
storm of strikes which attained the proportions of a
national whirlwind, threatened to shatter the new
Cartel des gauches before it assumed power. It was
conquered by the method of indefatigable patience
and conciliation. The issue of neutrality in the
Spanish Civil War proved still more formidable,
and came near exciting a rebellion not merely of
Communists but the Premier's personal retinue of
Socialists. He cut the knot with a stroke of instant
and audacious decision which rendered him for a
space the most unpopular personage of the alliance,
but to which he clung with the unshakable reso-
lution of the " monarch " of his theory. The
devaluation of the franc was a problem, which no
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